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THRT WRS HOW IT SEEMEP TO HER, ERCH 
PRY: TPRPPEP IN R BUBBLE, WRTCHING THE 
WOPLP RPOUNP HEP MOVE RT POUBLE-SPEEP, 
PRSSING HEP BY, LERVING HEP BEHINP. 


IT WRSN'T JUST THE PPUGS, THOUGH THEY PLRYEP 
THEIP PRPT--RNRESTHISING HEP, NUMBING HEP TO 
HEP SUPPOUNPINGS. THEY BPOUGHT HEP SOME 
COMFOPT, RTLERST, SOME CHEMICRL PEPENPENCY. 


FOP MRPEUNE, 
LIFE MOVEP IN 
SLOW MOTION. 


SHE'P LONG 
SINCE FRLLEN 
OUT OF STEP 


SRME COULP BE SHIP 
FOP THE LIQUOR. SHE 
PRPELY STRPTEP THE 
MOPNING WITHOUT HRLF 
R QURPT BUPNING 
RWRY THE PREVIOUS 
NIGHT'S MEMORIES. 


FRCT WRS, TIME HRP PPRGGEP 
FOP MRPEUNE EVER SINCE SHE'P 
BEEN GIVEN NOTHING TO LIVE FOP. 


BUT THEY WERE 
MERELY HEP CRUTCH, 
SOMETHING TO 
PERCH FOP WHEN 
PERLITY BIT R LITTLE 
TOO HRPP. 
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^ ...REPORTED TO BE MORE THAN ^ 

FIFTEEN PROSTITUTES WORKING ON THE PREMISES. JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT ALSO STATED THAT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT 
OF DRUG PARAPHENALIA HAD BEEN FOUND, INDICATING 
THAT IT WAS BEING USED AS A BASE FOR THE SALE AND 
^ DISTRIBUTION OF NARCOTICS... ^ 


r THAT 1 
TRENTON'S 
CREW BEING 
L BUSTEP? A 


TRENTON THIS ^ 
r WEEK, SNOWBALL HAP HIS 1 
FACTORY RAIPEP LAST MONTH. 
THEY'RE COMIN' POWN HARP ON 
EVERY H-PEALER ANP WHORE 
IN THE SECTOR. HITTIN' 
v OUR CASH FLOW LIKE A A 
V MOTHERFUCKER. ^ 


r YO, LES, ~ 
YOU WANNA KNOW 
WHO'S BEHINP IT, 
YOU PON'T HAVE 
TO LOOK FAR, 

L MAN... A 


r ...SPOKE TO \ 
JUDGE DREDD, WHO LED N 
THE OPERATION. JUDGE, IS 
THIS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF 
THE GRAND HALL'S ATTEMPT 
TO DRIVE CRIME OUT OF A 
L SECTOR B? A 


r AIN'T LIKE ^ 

WE'RE NOT PAYING 
THE RIGHT PUPES 
FOR THEM TO TURN 
A BUND EYE, 
l Y'KNOW? j 


W CREEPS HAVE ^ 
HAD TOO MUCH LEEWAY ~ 
FOR TOO LONG. TOO MANY 
NO-GO AREAS FOR DECENT 
CITIZENS, TOO MUCH FLAGRANT 
DISREGARD AND DISDAIN FOR 
k THE LAW. WE'RE SENDING a 
^ A MESSAGE: A 


BREAK 
THE LAW AND 
WE'LL BREAK 
k YOU. . 


r AIN'T LIKE I ^ 
GOT ENOUGH SHIT 
ON MY PLATE TO 
v PEAL WITH... . 


YOYOYO/ 1 
DOUBLE-EM! 
WHAT TIME P'YOU 
L CALL THIS P A 
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JUST 

ON MY WRY 
OUT, LES... 


r IT'S NOT LIKE ' 
THAT. I JUST AIN'T 
BEEN FEELIN' TOO 
. GOOP LATELY. . 


TIREP, 1 
Y'KNOW, AND 
SICK-- j 


r WHY AIN'T ^ 
YOU ON THOSE 
STREETS 
ALREAPY 
^ EARNIN'? a 


' WAY THE PIGS ARE ^ 
BREATHIN' POWN ALLA 
OUR NECKS, I NEEP THE 
CREPS ROLLIN' IN. YOU 
START SLACKIN' OFF, YOU 
ANP ME ARE GONNA 
V HAVE WORPS. A 


r NRH NRH N 
NRH, LET'S CAN 
THAT SHIT RIGHT 
v NOW. , 


~ LOOK, YOU WANT 1 
A BAGGIE? HERE, TAKE 
IT. COUPLA GRAMS OF 
BROWN WILL SORT 
L YOU OUT. A 


r YOU GOT A ^ 
COMPLAINT, TAKE A PILL. 

'FACT, TAKE TWO. BUT 
PON'T GIVE ME NO SOB 
STORY, OK? AT THE 
MOMENT I AIN'T GOT THE 
v PATIENCE FOR IT. a 




SURE, 

THANKS, 

LES- 


r BUT PON'T YOU X 
FORGET WHO FUCKIN' 
OWNS YOU, MADRIGAL, AND 
WHO YOU WORK FOR. I 
PON'T WANNA HEAR NO 
V MORE EXCUSES. J 


Y 'CAUSE IF IT GETS 
BACK TO ME THAT YOU 
AIN'T PULLIN' YOUR WEIGHT, 
THAT YOU'RE SKANKIN' ME, 
YOU AIN'T GONNA SEE 
^ MY PLEASANT SIPE. A 


F YOU WANT ANOTHER >i 
SCRR TO MATCH, JUST SAY ^ 
THE WORP. 'FACT, I MIGHT 
TAKE A FINGER OR TWO WHILE 
I'M AT IT. WHAT P'YOU THINK? 
THINK THE JOHNS ARE GONNA 
BE QUEUING UP TO GET A 
k PIECE OF A SLICEP-UP > 
k OLP SOW? Z 


< ANP THAT, > 
MIKEY, IS HOW 
YOU KEEP YOUR 
BITCHES IN 
X ORPER. j 


' YOU COULP ^ 
LEARN A THING OR 
TWO 'BOUT POWER, 
MY FRIENP. ALL 
V LIES HERB. a 
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THE RPPICTIONS CRMS FIRST— CRRNK, SOME 
SMRCK. WHRT BOOZE SHE COULP STERL 
WRRMEP HER RT NIGHT, BEGGING FOR CREPS 
PURING THE PRY. HER POWNWRRP SPIRRL 
LEP TO THIS INEVITRBLE FINRL PESTINRTION. 


SHE WRS TRRPPEP, SEEKING R WRY OUT.., 


IT WRS GETTING TO THE POINT 
WHERE SHE STRUGGLEP TO 
REMEMBER LIFE BEFORE. ..THIS. 


HER PRRENTS, WHRT LITTLE SHE KNEW 
OF THEM, WERE SHOT PERP BY THE 
JUPGES PURING R BOTCHEP ROBBERY. 
SHE WRS TRKEN INTO THE CRRE OF 
THE CITY, BOUNCEP BETWEEN FOSTER 
HOMES, THEN ONTO THE STREETS WHEN 
SHE WRS IN HER MIPPLE TEENS. 


...HRTING WHRT 
I SHE'P BECOME. 


BUT MEGR-CITY ONE IS UNFORGIVING TO THOSE RT THE BOTTOM, TRYING 
TO CLRW THEIR WRY UP. IT COULP CRUSH YOU IF YOU WEREN'T TOUGH 
ENOUGH, IF YOU PIPN'T HRVE THRT STRENGTH OF WILL TO SURVIVE. 


ORPER WRS ENFORCEP BY JUSTICE PEPRRTMENT. IT WRS 
IN THEIR INTERESTS TO KEEP THE PEOPLE POWN, WHERE THEY 
KNEW THEIR PLRCE, WHERE THEY COULP BE ERSILY CONTROLLEP. 




YET EVEN RFTER RLL THESE 
YERRS, IN HER HERRT, MRPELINE 
COULP NOT RCCEPT THRT THIS 
WRS RLL SHE'P BE. 
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THOUGHT 
YOU WEREN'T 
, COMING. , 


I GOT HELP UP 
HT THE LRB. KIND OF 
PH. ..INTERESTING 
. DEVELOPMENT. A 


you 

WflNNH 

SEE? 


SORRy, ERIC, I 
DON’T WANT yOU 
k TOHEHRIT. , 


HOW 

HRE THINGS, 
MRPPy? 


MUCH 
THE SAME. 


r yOU MEAN ^ 
TOO MUCH TO ME TO 
BURPEN yOU WITH 
My PROBLEMS. > 


AS BAP 
AS THAT? 


~ HEX I’M ALWAyS 
HERE TO LISTEN. I WANT ffiM 

TO BE THERE FOR yOU, 19 
support you, you 

know THAT. isthrt...^ 

new? on youR 

WRIST? LOOKS 
\\ PAINFUL. 


Hmm? 
OH. FUCKIN' 
L LESTER. 


SWEAR N 
TO GOP, 
SOMETIMES I 
FEEL LIKE I'M 
v GONNA... 


HOLPTHAT 
THOUGHT. COME 
SEE WHAT I'VE 
COOKEP UP 
^ FIRST... > 







"...IT COULD BE 
THE BEGINNING OF 
SOMETHING NEW 
FOR BOTH OF US, fl 
START IN LIFE WE 
BOTH deserve;' 


f HAVE A 
TOOT ON THIS, 
TELL ME WHAT 
, YOU THINK. 


WHAT 
IS IT?, 


...AMAZING. 

I MEAN, FUCKIN' 
INSPNE. LIKE 
NOTHING ELSE 
I'VE EVER TRIED 
BEFORE. 


Hr IT'S A KIND OF 
r AN LSD DERIVATIVE BUT ~ 
CONCENTRATES ON ONE AREA 
OF THE BRAIN. WORKS ON TIME 
PERCEPTION IN THE USER, SLOWS 
IT DOWN TO ONE PER CENTO F 
ITS NORMAL SPEED. MAKES 
L EVERYTHING SHARPER, MORE 
k. INTENSE, FOCUSED. . 


r HOW DID 
YOU COME UP 
L WITH IT? A 


I LIKEN IT TO 
SEEING GOD 
THROUGH THE 
CRACKS IN 


ADDICTIVE BUT HAS NO H 
IMMEDIATE SIDE EFFECTS, AND 
THERE'S A CUSTOMER BASE 
PRIMED AND READY FOR THE HT? 

K LATEST DRUG TO JOIN 

THE MRRKEX I THINK IT'S ^ 

1 GOING TO BE HUGE, 

AND I'LL NEED HELP WITH 
££T THE DISTRIBUTION, a 


SHIT'S GONNA FLY ONCE 
IT HITS THE STREETS. THE 
CITS GET A WHIFF OF 
, THIS, IT'S GONNA BE , 
Sw CHRISTMAS. A 


I PROMISED 
YOU A FUTURE, 
MADELINE, AND 
THIS IS GOING 
TO BE OURS. 


r I WANT ^ 
YOU WITH ME ON THIS. 
THERE'S NO ONE ELSE 
I’D RATHER HAVE BY 
MY SIDE. > 
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I KNOW. IT'S CHEAP 
/ TO MANUFACTURE. HIGHLY 7 — • 





F-FUCK 

you« 


RRHH! 


CONTROL— 
PREPP. NEEP H 
MERT-WflGON 
, PICK-UP. 


TWO- 

MRN TRP GRNG 
OPERATING ON 
NEWMRR. 


SHEESH. 


WILCO. 

BE WITH YOU 
IN TWO. 


KINP OF 
LOST MY TRAIN 
OF THOUGHT. 
WHRT WRS I 
, SAYIN'?/-" 


YOU WRS 1 
TALKIN' ABOUT 
OvIAPRIGAL. , 


OH YEAH. 
SHE'S UP TO 
SOMETHIN’. 


r COUPLE OF GIRLS > 
HAVE MENTIONEP SHE'S 
NOT BEEN SHOWIN' HER 
FACE ON THE STREETS 
LATELY, BEEN PISAPPEARIN' 
OFF SOMEWHERE. YOU 
L HEARP ANYTHIN'? a 





WELL, BOPIE TOLP ^ 
ME SOMETHIN' INTERESTING. HE 
SHIP HE'S SEEN THE SHME JOHN 
PICK HER UP EVERY NIGHT 
k ROUNP THE SHME TIME. A 


"TIME I PHIP THE 
LOVEBIRPS fl VISIT. 


HEY, IT'S ME/ 
SORRY I'M 
LHTE, I GOT 
THKEOUT. 


SO SHE'S 
GOT FHN. 
NOTHIN' 
UNUSUHL 
IN THHT. I 


Y NRH, HE \ 
SAYS THIS PIPN'T 
LOOK LIKE TRHPE. 
WHY THEY TALKEP, 
BOPY LHNGURGE, HE 
RECKONEP SHE'S 

GOT HERSELF H 

V BOYFRIEND. V 


r LISTEN, I WHS ^ 
THINKIN' 'BOUT LOCATION 
HNP THESE NEW BLOCKS 
THEY'RE PUTTIN' UP HRE 
MEANT TO BE NOTHIN' 
SHORT OF NUKEPROOF. 
v COULP BE A GOOP 
^ BASE-- A 


NO SHIT? 

HE GIVE YOU A 
PESCRIPTION OF 
w THE GIMP?/ 


YOU PO THAT. 
AN RPPRESS 
TOO, HAVE HIM 
FOLLOWEP. 


SHAME 
YOU MISSEP 
, THE PARTY. 


LESTER/ 
W-WHAT THE 
v FUCK... , 


WHAT 
THE FUCK 
HAVE YOU 
DONE? 


HAP A CHAT ^ 
W WITH YOUR MAN HERE 
iA 'BOUT OWNERSHIP 
> RIGHTS. IT GOT A 
LITTLE...HEATEP. A 


r WARNEP YOU ^ 

'BOUT THIS, MAPELINE. 
I TOL' YOU WHO YOU 
BELONGEPTO. THIS IS 
^ ALL ON YOU. a 






r PUT YOUR > 
MOUTH WHERE 
THE MONEY IS, 
YOU KNOW WHAT 
L I'M SRYIN'? A 


V THING IS, I DON'T 1 
THINK n BEATIN' IS 
GOING TO CUT IT THIS 
TIME. I RECKON YOU'VE 
BECOME HARDENED 
L TO THEM ANYWAY. A 


r SO WHHT IS ALL N 
THIS SHIT? YOUR BOY 
SOME KIND OF BOFFIN? 
YOU GOT A THING FOR 
EGGHEADS NOW, 

L DOUBLE-EM? J 


I THINK MORE 
OF A SHOW OF 
LOYALTY IS 
, REQUIRED. , 


r DON'T > 

SUPPOSE IT MATTERS. 
ALL THOSE BIG BRAINS 
CAME OUT OF HIM EASY 
^ ENOUGH. a 


NO, ^ 
THE QUESTION 
NOW IS: WHAT 
DO I DO WITH 
^ YOU? A 


THIS CITY COULP CRUSH YOU 
IF WEREN'T TOUGH ENOUGH. 


IF YOU PIPN'T HAVE THE 
STRENGTH OF WILL TO SURVIVE. 


FEAR. RUTHLESSNESS. UTTER COMMITMENT. THAT 
WAS HOW YOU ROSE TO THE TOP ANP STAYEP THERE. 


HOW YOU ESTABLISHEP A REPUTATION. 


I'M SORRY. 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


r TRY THIS. ^ 
IT'LL...ENHANCE THE 
, EXPERIENCE. , 


AND THEN 
SOME. IT'LL 
MAKE IT LAST 
k FOREVER. , 


COOL. 


r GLAD > 
YOU'VE FINALLY 
ACCEPTED WHO'S 
IN CHARGE, 

V MADRIGAL, a 



T YOU 

WZm 

A FUCKER... I 1 
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r PRRRHHHH- 
PfRPfRRHHHHH- 
RRFMHHHH! 


TIP-OFF WPS ^ 

7 CALLEP IN ANONYMOUSLY 
MEPS PLACE TIME OF PERTH 
AS A FEW HOURS AGO, AROUNP 
ELEVEN-THIRTY. THEY THINK HE 
WAS ALREAPY PEAP WHEN HE 
v WAS PUMPEP HERE, LONG y 
SINCE BLEP OUT. S 


AN 

ANIMAL? 


r OFFICIAL CoP ^ 
IS BLOOP LOSS, THOUGH 
THE...£V/7, ORGAN WASN'T 
REMOVEP WITH A BLAPEP 
WEAPON. TISSUE PAMAGE 
AROUNP THE GROIN AREA 
IS CONSISTENT WITH IT 
L BEING BITTEN OFF. y 


OF THE 
HUMAN 
VARIETY. 


r I.P.'P AS ^ 
4 ESTER GRIMES, 
MIP-RANKING 
PIMP ANP KNOWN 
^ FELON. A 


' PONE ^ 
SOME CUBE-TIME FOR 
PRUG POSSESSION 
ANP ASSAULT. NASTY 
k PIECE OF WORK, a 


NOT 

GOING TO 
BE MISSEP, 
THEN. 


r PROBABLY 
NO SHORTAGE OF B 
ENEMIES EITHER, BUT 1 
A CASTRATION LIKE f 
THIS IS SYMBOLIC, 

A PECLARATION A 
L OF INTENT. 


SOMEONE'S 
MAKING A POWER 
PLAY, GOT THEIR 
SIGHTS ON THE 
L TOP SPOT... A 
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